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Mb. Urban, Greenwich, July 16. 

WITH a deep impressioQ of the importance of 
biographical writings, and especially of those compre- 
henave works which exhibit in due order and propor- 
tion the worthies of the world or of the nation, I have 
attentively noticed the various projects of that descrip- 
tion which have successively appeared.^ 

Of one of the projects a specimen is now before me ; 
published on the 4th instant.* — The brilliancy of the 
list of coNTEiBcTORS I caonot dispute, for it is invi- 
sible ; but I shall not hesitate to communicate, in that 
spirit of criticism which may become a man who is con- 
scious of no interested or sinister motive, such short 
remarks as a cursory perusal of the specimen has led 
me to make. 

' Tbese letters were piiblinhert in tlie Gent. Hag- for August 
Biifl October. — 1 bave revi^eil Iht^m for this private impression, 
and have edded the rfferences, etc. ' New Genkral Bio- 
8BAFB1CAL Diction ART, pmjecled nnd partly arranged by \\w 
lale Rev, Hugh James Rose, B. D. Principal of King's Cfillege, 
London : edited by the Rev. Henry J. Rose, B.D. etc. Lupidoii : 
B. Fellowea, etc. 8vo. Part I- pp. 128.+Pul),firciiUr. 1 July lfi3U. 
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The list of publishees is almost identic with that^ 
of the 48th part of the Encycloptediit MelrapoHtana — 
of which th8 first part, iinder very (iifferent auspices, 
appeared in 1818, The editor of both works is the 
Rev, Henry John Rose, B. D. etc. 

It was a peculiar feature in the plan of the Encyeto^m^ 
ptedia Metropolitana to treat history and biograpbf I 
under one head, On the publication of part xLvif,, 
about the 1st of August 1838," no intended deviation I 
from the plan was announced. Soon afterwards, how- 
ever, Mr. Murray having issued the prospectus of a 
New Biographical Dicliotucry on an extensive scale,* 
the impracticability of that combination of history and 
biography was admitted ; and a biographical division 
of the work, to form two quarto volumes, equal in 
quantity of matter to sixteen closely printed octavo 
volumes, was announced to the subscribers and to the 
public* To the project of Mr. Murray succeeded a pro- 
ject by Messrs, Longman and Co.^ — who had purchased 
the copyright of the General Biographical Dictionary, 
as edited by Mr. Alexander Chalmers. On the 29th of 
April Messrs. Longman and Co. and Mr. Murray an- 
nounced, conjointly, a New Biographical and Hittorical 
Dictionary {^ and on the 30th of April the proprietors 
of the Eneyctipadia announced.* and forthwith issued 
the prospectus of, a New General Biographical Die- 
iianary in about twelve closely printed octavo volumes. 
The specimen which now solicits notice may therefore J 
be considered as a portion of the supplement to 1 

' Circular, 1 Aic^. 1838. etc. " Announeeiiieiit, Aug. li 
Svo.p. 1. ' AnnouncemRnl, 8vo.no date. 'Circular,! Nod 
1939. ' Tbe Times, aCth April. ' Ibid. 30lh April. 



Ha — but utiJer a new title, and in anotlier 



form. 

This is sharp competition ; but competition should 
not be unadvisedly condemned — nor should we com- 
plain of rapidity of execution, if unaccompanied by 
marks of precipitancy. I proceed to examine the 
specimen with due attention to those maxims. 

Art. 1. Why ia Peter Vander Aa, the jurisconsult 
of Louvain, to be immortalized? On account of his 
name ; and because M. Guliot was complimented with 
the honor of contributing the first article to the Bio- 
graphie Urdveraeile? Art. 2. Why ia Peter Vander 
Aa, of Leyden, styled a bookseller, editor, and geogra- 
pher? Because the writer could not translate the words 
lUtraire-^Umr.^'^ Why, moreover, does he omit the 
judicious and very interesting publication of Vander 
Aa, the Voyages Jmta princ^alemeai en Ade dans lea 
xii, xiii, xiv, et xv sidles ? Because he followed the 
anonymous writer in the Biographie Univeraelle — and 
omitted to consult the Eaamen Critique of M. Bar- 
bier." Art.3, Is theaccount of C.C.H. VanderAA 
biography? The most remarkable circumstance of 
his life, the celebration of the fiftieth anniversary of 
his pastorship at Harlem — an event which a medal 
will transmit to the latest posterity — is not recorded !'* 
Art. 4. Why have we no datea to the account of Ni- 
coltis Aagard ? M. Malte-Brun intimates that Chris- 
tian Aagard was born in 1596^' — and M, Weiss states 

' Biograpliie Uniyerselle, A Paris, Micliaud Freres, 1811 etc, 
Svo. i. 1, "Ibiti. i. 1. " ExamBQ Critique desDiclionnaires 
Hisloriques les plus repaadiis, Paris, 1820. Svo. i. 1. " Bio^. 
Univ., i, 2, "Ibid. i. 2- 




I ol^ect wtry iaaie^ to amy^iM lia j r^ij, to 

wtncli dsH the wok IB ({OBsboa bekngs. TWwriter 
who ima emtiiimj die meartfajsnd wfao states las 
mmiiUM WMf ifutipmij', cm Imv no rbbod to ood- 
ccalhiinttBe. Indeed, with nspecC to statcanen and 
dtvinei — periupsl mjgltt extend the lenaik to all 
«JMae«— the nuM of the wiitcr k the bat jOufntfiM 
of the fiKts and opiman* tmtained io the nanative. 

The Teij frequent omiEEaga of r tfertm{* s /» /A« on- 
thoritUM, I must alto consider as not \ess objcictioDafale. 
Atkin, \S'atkitis, and Chalmers, have in that parti- 
cular set examples which ought to have bees uniformly 
adhered to on the prewnt occasion. 

We ore prmmaed a dictjonary " compreheudve io its 
range of namea "^-but names and dates do not form 
biography, though e^ential parts uf it. The utility 
of Much articles as the following is not verr obvious ; 
" AeaBCA oe BoLBJl, (L.) Mariquis de to? Turret, a noble of 
AmgoB. Is ibe author of Falentra Austriaca." 

" Uui((, Vnvt.,Wi.\. M. WeiM, a very aclive and able cont 
hulur tu llli^ wiirk, give« no exptuiiatjou uf this discrepancy! 



■' ACCARISI, (Aibefto,) of Ferrara, tile first inau, we are told, 
tliiit publisbed u dictioiiaiy of his ohd language." 

"Abel, (Vaudel Baldwin,) born A. D. IG38; died ai St. 
Ouier, Oct. 13, 1679." 

•■ Addison, (Tbomae,') an Englisbman, born A. D. 1634, and 
juiued the society of the Jesuits July I, 1668. He died in 
England, March 23, 1685." 

To increase the muster-roll fictitious names are in- 
troduced, as AuiiiAS, Abul Cassim, etc. — On this 
principle, we must have articles for Malcolm Mac 
Gregor, and Lancelot Temple, Esquire. 

The farm of the articles is vicious, " The biogra- 
pher," says Sir Walter Scott, " should always study 
to give his work the appearance of continuity."^* This 
judicious maxim applies even to the shortest articles. 
Now, behold the form adopted in tliis Dictionary : 
" Adam, (Alex. LL,D. 1741-1809), a schoohnaster of 
Edinburgh," etc. The date and place of nativity are 
separated; the date of his academical honoris omitted; 
and the date of his decease is separated from the cir- 
cumstances of it. Instead of a life — we have a name, 
dates, and disjointed notes. We miss that neatness of 
composition which is so couspicuous in the Biographical 
Dictionary of Watkins ; and which is only attainable 
at the expense of time and consideration. 

Bibliography must always occupy very considerable 
space in a general biographical dictionary — for, as 
Johnson impressively remarks, " the chief glory of 
every people arises from its authors."^" It should be 
treated systematically. A plan should be devised, and 
the contributors should be enjoined to follow it. The 

" Periodical Criticism, 1835-6. Sm. 8vo. i. 82. " Works, 

by Chalmers, 180S. 8vo. (Preface to Diet.) 



clasaical articles of ihu new work, and the uttcles 
Abelabo, Abp. Advot, Avn. Feda, Addison, «tc. 
are in this respect ciireTiiIIy executed — but there u a 
want of Bj'stfiin. Vague generalities arc too often 
BubatituWd for tangible facU. Ex. gr. it i« said of 
Dr. Adam, "His works on Ancient (Jeography and 
on Roman Antiquities, and his other works, are too 
well known to reguireany description." In the afcount 
of Adiiy, lavant et laliorieux bibliogropke according 
to M. Villenave," it is said " He wrote several treatises 
on biographical subjects, and two or Mr w elementary 
ones. Some valuable bibliographical books also were 
left by him in MS," — Is this information? It may 
with more propriety be calUd tantalization. 

On the due extent of each article with relation ( 
the other articles, much diversity of opinion may exia 
A prescribed maximum extent for tlie most eminent 
names, another for very eminent names, and another 
for third-rate names, would tend to preserve propor- 
tion — albeit the standard of eminence may want au- 
thoritative graduation. In the present specimen, which 
contains above five hundred names, the accounts of 
Abp. Abbot and Abel akd occupy nearly an eighth of 
the whole ! There cau be no excuse for this manifest 
disproportion — for the life of Abp. Abbot has beeii 
very elaborately written by Oldys, and that of Abe 
has been written twenty times. 

The aiTangemetit of the articles is the i 
tounding part of the work. It is a mixtiu^ of IIh 
alphabetical, the chronological, the classified, aud t 

" Biog. Uuiv., ivi. 83. — M. Clinrdon ile la Rocltelte a 
iiuticeshiaextenstveacqiiiremcnlsiaiibilulog; and literary hislAi 



undejinahle. The general order is alphabetical, the 
eligibility of which I am prepared to contest; but 
there are numerous groups of persons bearing the 
same naine — sometimes in chronological order — 
sometimes in no dehnable order. Each group has a 
short rhetorical proem. I submit specimens : 

" AcHMET. Tbe Mohammedan world rejoices in some liuu- 
dreds dS personaget who liave buTne Uib uame." 

" AcoSTA. Portugal ryowes iu several persofis of Ibis 
name, which was origiiiuliy written Da CoBta." 

The Mahommedan group consists of nine persons, 
ill HO definable order. The Portuguese group L'on- 
sists ai five persons, in chronological order. One of 
these persons was a native of Africa — another, of 
Spain — another, of India ! Further specimens of the 
proems in question, and of the groups which pertain 
to them, may be necessary to convey a just notion of 
this part of the arrangement. 

" Adams. Mauy are the persons of (his name whorn England 
and Scotland declare to be worthy of coinmemuralion." 

This group consists of ten persons, in chronological 
order. One of the persons is John Adams, President 
of the United States of Aimerica t To this group 
succeed five separate articles, devoted to James Adams 
a writer, Robert Adams an engraver, etc. — all natives 
of England, Then comes another group, which is 
introduced thus : 

" Adams. Several jieritoiis uf this name are enumerated in 
the American Biographical Dictionary." 

This group consists of five persons. It may be 
considered as a class, for they are all writers. 

The arrangement adopted is now sulficiently ex- 
plained ; and I need not attempt Ui characterise it. 



OmOm Ann Imi rililiiiai— Wl fcr 

Ouirn Aaavn. «• an ilwiit *» «r TnrmBoi. 

After tJw ay wrf of Ike fin «f Uk voifc, ] ai^ 

fneaed to* nrnrs of tW bbk» pmraatt daaBB itf' 

Ibe itide* whiA ttt pifTH pprtJan rf it rowUii. 

TW(teiiMf«rfid;e>arecltbante;dfvn.Dado«^ 
ISraiB the fMrtfiifio of •one eniaeBt Kfaohr. 1 lean 
Ab afpnaa6on ct Ihera tai mora eoaqictmt crities. 

Tbe wriifwrf ortidlBV &m a lenultabie poriioa of 
a* (peoBMB. Th^ •» mdoitlr the pndnctiao of 
nn c o w re raai it w'ltti the hirtgy and Bteratona of t' 
period. I haT« detected, bowera^ Jn gl mw «f < 
ficicnt ialbraiatiaa, uid of nuoBfiiniialiao. Wt r 
tbat the biatot; of Adak oT MunnxHidi 
printed Mt Oxford in 172S by Anthoor Hofl." 
it too mocb of tliU vBgoe matter. No 
editkfli of tbe irori( exists : it is printi.<d with tl>e e 
tinuation itf tlip annals oT Nicholas Trivet." In I 
Art. AcR^sr the account of his edition of Guit> 
and of the translation of hie aotobit^raphy, etc. in^be 
collection of 31. Gutzot, is very obscure. We have 
alcu No{/tnt-mui-Cond for Nogent-xma-Cottd, and 
Collection de Matlires for Colkciton des M^tjidim. — 
111 llie article Abdo [Abbon] it is said that he died in 
923: M. Roquefort says vers fan 923 ;» and M.Ta- 
runiie, between 021 and 927. It is said that the best 
edition of hix poem is that of Dom Duplessis : there 




'• Nlwrfui Trini'ti Annulium Ciwitinimlio ; 
)., M, Blc+TMiiiiyii BitilioilitfCB, p. 722. 



c. Onouii, 17^. Svo. 
» Biog. Uuiv., i. 40. 



9 

are nine editions in various collections ; and the moat 
desirable is the separate edition of M.Taraime."' It is 
said that another of his works, viz. a collection of ser- 
mons, is to be found in the Specileghim of D'Ach^ry : 
Dom d'Ach^ry published only five of his thirty-seven 
sermons,*^ I should add that M. Taranne gives a prose 
translation erf the obscure poem of Abbon. — In the 
Art. Adenes we are informed that the romance oiBerte 
auag^-ansPi^s "has been recently published by M, Pau- 
lin, Paris." The reader must not consider the word 
Paris as the imprint of the volume. In fact, M. Paulin 
Paris, the learned bibliographer, is bisected 1 ** 

The recent articles are very defective. In justifi- 
cation of this censure, I shall produce only two exam- 
ples — Acerbi the traveller, and Lord Colchester. The 
biographer admits that he knows nothing of Acerbi 
" except that he travelled to the North Cape, and 
published a relation of what he had seen." He as- 
sumes the existence of an Italian edition of the work, 
and asserts that " in 1804 a French translation issued 
from the press, and was soon followed by an English 
one." I doubt the existence of an Italian edition ; 
and am certain that the English translation preceded 
the French. It was published in ISOS.''^ Is not 
Acerbi still living? I confess my inability to decide. 
The writer of the article, at all events, might have 
obtained a variety of additional information on the 
adventures of this enterprising traveller." The article 
on Charles Axbot Lord Colchester, whose official 
" Le Si^ge de Paris par lea NQrnianils. ^m, 1834- 8vo. 
" I hid. Preface, p. 8. " Li Homaiia de Berteaus grans pies, 

Paris, IB3a. 12ino, " Travels tUrough Sweden, etc. 1802. 4to. 
2 vols. ■< fiiog. Aea Houiines Vivuuls, Paris, 1816-19. 8vo. i. 8. 



c«rwr meriU the tnoet attentive cutnulerstion, » unae. 
euuntnbljr dtrfocUvo. No recondite iiii]iiiry, no im- 
fwrltd luiueduto, wiu rcquiuto. I'lit* materiala, ia thii 
infttiioof, WL>rc both abunilunt and perfectly acceasiEile. 
Tlu> writer, liowuvitr, omito to state that lie was bora 
at Abingdon;*^ that he was elected u student of 
Chrirt Church, Oxford, iii 1776; that ho became 
B.C.L. in 17«3. and D.C.L.. in 179a; and that ha 
WM three I.iiniM elected M. P. for the Uaiventily of 
OxfonU'" Hh justly praiaen IVlr. Rickniau for bis 
attentjuii tu tlia pupulation returns — but omits to 
atate that Mr. Rickiuiin is the presumed auUiur of a 
memoir of Lord Colchester. He praises, with equal 
justice, tile addrusena wliich )iis Lordship delivemi 
on public occasions — but uinits to state that Utoee 
qieecheB have b«Nm printed.*^ Ui? ascribes to him a 
pamphlet un the C/»e and Ahute qf Satire — which is 
kiiuwn to liftve boun written by Charles Abbott, after- 
wards Lord Tenlerden.*' 

There is an ostentatious display of Mahommedan 
articleg. They abound in erudition ; but are fre- 
quently rather historical memoranda than articles of 
biography. D'Herbelot auil Dunham are principally 
uited; who, certainly, are not the best autliorities. 
The Biographical Dictionary of Ibn Challikan is now« 
accessible ;™ and there is a translation of the BibltoJ 



" Cat. of Graduales, Oxford 
SpeKlies or the Kiglit Uuu. Charles^ 



"Gem. Maff. 1829. 
1816. 8vo. pp. 1,454. 

Abbot, (Lord CuIcbt^Lt-r,) iit cotamuuieatiiig ihaoks of llie House 
of CoiDuioDs to Militaiy Commauders, 1S0~-1G : with a biogra- 
phical memoir etc. [not piiblishpd], London : 1S29. Sm. Svo. 
"Oxford University Calendar, 18.17. ISmo. p. I6S. ■ 
CliHllikani Viiae lllustriuro Viruiuoi. GuttinRue, 163S etc. 
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graphical Dictionary of Hadjj-Khalfi, by P^tis de la 
Croix, in the Royal Library at Paris** — works which 
should have been consulted. In the article Aaiil 
Wafla, we are not informed that Mona, L. Am^lie 
S^diliot claims for him the discovery of the libration 
of the moon — hitherto ascribed to Tycho Bralie.^' 
In the article Abvl Hassan it is s^d, " One of his 
works was translated into French by M. S^lillot in 
1810." It might have been said, his Treatise on 
Astronomical Instruments, translated by J, J. S^dillot, 
was edited by L. Am. S^iUot, Paris, 1834-5. 4lo. 2 
vols.^^ These marks of precipitate compilation occur 
in the same column ! Sometimes, in these articles, 
the era of Christ is adopted ; sometimes the em of 
the Hejira j and sometimes botli dates are given. On 
the latter occasions, more than one mistake is com- 
mitted. We read, p. 34, " This was in the year of 
Christ 660, only sixty-two years after the Hejira." 
It should be only forty years, etc. We have, p. 33, 
"A.H. 889, orA.D, 1464," It should be, A.H. 
889, or A. D. 1484.^* Some of the most celebrated 
proficients in Oriental lit.eratiu^ are misnamed : Gal- 
land, the translator of the Arabian Tales, is called 
Gallurd; and Erpenius is called Esperius .'"^ 

We are assured that the Spanish and Portuffuese 
articles have been placed in the hands of one who 
" for many years has cultivated Spanish literature 

» Jourdaia, Biog. Univ., xix. 287-+AiidiH"ret, Ibid, xxiciii. 
480. ^' Notices des Mbs. de la Dibliotljeque du Roi, Paris, 
1787 etc. 4to. xiii. 127- " (bid. xiii. 127. " Art de veri- 
fier les Dates, Paris, J770. Folio, pp. 14, 3(J. " Arls. Abdbr- 
Re/^ak and Abu Obaiil. 



with the moit diatiagiuahed aucceoa." H« atom Brjran, 

a second-rate authuritjr, far Uie articlo Maria 4' 
AsAkrA — "a female artUt of Spain." No' 
J. A. Cenn Bcrmuilr/. wotilil havn infurmi.Hl tiim, 1 
c'ircumstaiiUaJly, Uiat Muriu tie Abarca wan a dev^ 
amatevr paiiiWr of portiait«, who fluumbed at lAat 
uhout liiw middle of the aevpnleenlh century.** 
Dotiiia Maria lie Abarca deserves to be c 
ruted, flhould 1). Manuel Acevedo be omilti'd? and, 
more espeeiully, Cri£t/)bal de Acovedo, a pupil of Bar- 
tolutnt^ Canlm:lio, of wliom says Ceaii Bermudiex, a 
enumerating !iis priucipal works: " Estas obrus 1 
arreditan eutre los buenos profesores de su tiempi 
por la correccion del dibuxo, por la oobleza de c 
t^rea, y por otras miximas de la eecuela en qui 
estudifi."" — Don Joseph Antonio de Abbeo, Mar 
de la Regalia,^ is deprived of his title — a cruel insu] 
to a Spaniard. The space occupied io aasuring 1 
tliat tlie Coleccion de Tratados de Paz (t)ie S{)aiii^ 
Fwdera) is an immense heap of documents, and that il 
is and is not a continuation of Bertulano — wliiol 
Bertolano, alias Bertodano, is no other tlian '. 
.1. A. de Abreu ! — would have sufficed to state that it 
was undertaken by royal cummand, and published at 
Madrid, 1740-51. Folio, 12 volumes. His son Don 
Felix Joseph de Abreu, who published a learned 7Vo- 
tado juridica-politico mbre Preasas de Mar in his 95th 
year,*^ and was successively Secretary of Embassy, 
and Envoy Extraordinary at the British Court,*^ 

" Ditcionario Hislorico eto. Madrid, 1800. Sm. 8vii. 
** Ibid. vi> 6S. i. 3. " Scrnpere, Bibliuleca. Espafiola, 
tlrid. I7as.9. 8*0. i- 51. " Cadii, 174l>. Ito. " Do Reiii*! 
bfll, Kibliolcca, Madiid, 1803, 4tu. p. 1. 
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should also have been commemorated, Baretti d«H- 
eated to him an Italian- Rnglish dictionary in 1760."' 
He died some years before liis father, viz. in 1766. 

The slyle of a work of this class is not beneath 
consideration. Whatever is designed to be attentively 
read, should be attentively composed. The part be- 
fore us, in addition to its other demerits, has too 
frequently those of bald and awkward phraseology, 
if not of flippancy. A few extracts may serve as a 
hint on this point, both to the editor and to the con- 
tributors ; and may save the necessity of more formal 
censure. 

Pietro Aaron, it is said, " wrote two or three odd 
works on music." — Mahommed, it is said, "became 
alarmed for his own dominions. Andwellhemighi;"*^ — 
I have specimens much more exquisite in reserve. 
We read that, " Of the period when jEneas Tactitus 
lived, nothing is inovm/or certain." — that the letters 
of jElian have been " applied for the illustration of 
Aristophanes, oftener than once." — that John Abeb- 
CBoMBiE, alias Thomas Mawe, " wrote much on gar- 
dening, and was much patronized by royalty," — that 
Alexander Adam, assistant to the master of the High 
School at Edinburgh, " became Ike rector himself" 
We are also informed, Art, Acropolite, that theology 
is *'a queer employment for a minister of state," — 
that Antoine Abelli had " the good or bad luck to 
be the confessor of Catherine de Medicis." — that 
Abad II. "was satisfied vnlh seventy ladies;" — 

"Boswell, Life of Johnson, 1811. 8vo,. i. 335. 1 have not ex- 
amiiied Ihe edition of ITW. There is no dedication to Abreii in 
Dnfl7r3. .1 Art, Abad III. 
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thst A»Ai n. WM ** the mmnTrh with wbom Char< 
(Un and Tamniia' had the Antewr to ffti dnatk. " «tc 
la o6nuig thnv ibavt ramark*, irriUvo omukl tlw 
liMwre of vmriaiH mgagmwot*. I mtutt dtaclaun &I) 
tfliiwition to uadamhw the AbiUtiH uf the ootttan' 
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Rose might lead,* on account of tlw! abundance of 
other censurable matter. Tlie same reason still exists ; 
and I sball therefore at once enter in mediaa res — pre- 
serving, for the sake of eomparison, t!ie order of ray 
former communication. 

To the anonymous nature of the work, I must re- 
peat my objections. It is a point which concerns 
the public, the contributors, the editor, and the pro- 
prietors. — The biographer has to collect materials 
from various and recondite sources ; to appreciate 
opposite evidence ; to pass sentence on men of all sects, 
of all parties, and of all ranks. It is fit, therefore, 
that the public should have some clue to his cha- 
racter ; which the name would afford. So much for 
the claims of the public : other desirable effects of the 
proposed alteration remain to be stated. To name 
the contributors would give an additional stimulus 
to the exertion of each individual ; and it would 
reduce to equitable limits the responsibility of the 
editor. It might also promote the object of the 
proprietors — for an anonymous work is seldom read 
with confidence, or quoted as an authority. 

The references are more frequent, especially to the 
hiographie UhiverseUe ; but we misa Ep. Tanner,' the 
General Dictionary * and the Biographia Britannica '.^ 
Now, I affirm that Tanner has been consulted ; and, 
moreover, that numerous articles have been translatwi 
' Vide Gent. Mag. 1839. i. 3 ID. Tor a very ialerestiug idr- 
moir of Rose. — The Obituary of thftt miapellany is composeii 
with exemplary care. It deierves tlie altentioo of readers nf 
every class. " Bibliotheca Brilannico-Hibernioa, 1748. FqI. 

■ 1734-41. Fol. 10 vols. > 1747-66. Fol. 7 vots. + Second 

edition, 1778-93. Fol. 5 vols— to Faa. only. 
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from continental publications without acknonrledgment. 
At the expense of tituiBcription, I could prodoce a 
VDJume of proofs — but i shall give only twoexamj^ea : 
"ASLlONBie [Ed*ardu«] in ichuU Eloneusi ibai^uln lib^ 
rKliura ■rtiiim (yrorinii*, »ebalari« cullegii (vgiiii Canlsbr. faciu* 
MDXXXVl, drin collepi ejiindeni Mciii*, mit^ttfr iiriiiira, bin- 
dt-m nnnifief •! jiiBlitiariiw in cmnlt. Waraic. Scripwt Genta- 
logiam rvginas HHxabnlkae. [Ob (junrn e\ dedit region quinque 
libra* \veT aiiuum m perp«tuuin. Hatcher M>. Inett.] Carmen 
/.etitam xx ititlich. in obilum dvoram Siffolexensium fratntm. 
Pr. * Cum D«>iB irutus jusU excsnileiceret ira,* HxtHl tilt«r 
Epigrammala eoWecii perTli,WilHniuiii,LoiKl. MDLII. Ito." — 

"AouOKBt, (Edward,) educated at Etm, and elected to 
King'* college, Cambridge, 1536, nhere he diitioguisbed bim- 
»elf, and became a fellow and M.A. He wai afterwards justice 
if peace in Warwickshire ; wrote (he genealogy of queen Eliia- 
belb, and war preienled \>y her with an annual pension of five 
pound*. He wa» author of a Latin poem, nhich is printed in 
Wilson** Epigrammata. 1552. i.la."~-N.G.B.D. 

"AeisT'ei* d'EuQ-slhenes, roi de Sparte, vers I'an 980 av. 
J.-C. Les Laccdemoniens envoj'&rent phisieurs colonies sous soa 
rigne. Ses actions ne sont point connues. On pretend qu'tl 
Mtutnit le premier les habitants d'Helos, autrement les Ilotes, 
nais oela tie parait pas probable. B ent pour successeiir Ecbes- 
tratuB son Ills. Lea rois de aa branche prirent de lui le nam 
d ' Agiades.' ' — Clavier.'' 

" AOIB I. son of Eurysthenes, lung of Sparta, reigned about 
980 B.C. It is conjectured that he was the first who brought 
the inhabitsnts of Helos under the yoke, and it is known that the 
Spftrtana tent out many colonies in his time. He was succeeded 
by bis son Echestratus, and the kings of his family assumed the 
mime of Agiades."— jV. G. B- D. 

The authorities which have been adopted in the 

above instances are unexceptionable. Tanner was an 

experienced labourer in the vineyard of our literary 

' Bibliollieea, p. 13- ' Biog. Univ., i. 293- 
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history ; and Clavier had passed a life in patient en- 
deavours to elucidate the annals of ancient Greece. I 
object only to the concealment — which neither accords 
with candour nor policy. 

De-Rossi appears to have been more frequently 
consulted than cited — but I dare not express myself 
positively. The articles jEtius the heretic, Affichard, 
M. Afflitto, Agapetus, Agatliarcus, Agathocles, St, 
Agathon, Agay, Agazzari, Agelet, Agezio, Agiles, 
Agilmar, AgUulphus, Agis II., Agis III., Agis IV, 
Agis the poet, A^us, Aglaophon, AgUata , St. Agnau, 
etc, etc. are undoubted translations, literal or garbled, 
from the Biographie Univeraelle. 

We are promised *' many hundred names not to be 
found elsewhere" as separate articles of biography, 
From the subjoined, and similar specimens, I am rather 
disposed to admit that tlie promise may he performed : 

" Alcock, (John,) au English Jesuit, whose real name w«s 
Gage, btirii in ] 661. After studying at Ht. Omer, tm became a 
e of tbe society Sep(. 7, 1670. He died in England, Dec. 



" Alanson. Another of the oarae of Alanson was b member of 
tbe same society, [the Jesuits,] but nothing more is knowa of him. " 

" Afflitto, (Gaetao Andrew,) an advocate; printed Plead- 
ings and Decisions of Law." 

" Afflitto, (Cesar d',) an able jurisconsHlt, wrote Inquiries 
into Feudal Tenures, &e." 

Alcock and Alanson, I presume, are copied from a 
certain esoteeic catalogue of English Jesuits, recently 
composed by the Rev, George Oliver of Exeter. The 
other scraps are detached from a short article by M, 
VillenavB." John Alarv has Iwo articles. I affirm, 
on very substantial authority, that the advocate wrote 
' Eiog. Univ., Ivi. 87. 



the works ascribed to the preteDded ph}'Bician.<* While 
one person is made to appar in two perfectly dissimilar 
shapes, and various persona recorded only because tlioy 
were bom and died, others of considerable eminence 
are omitted, 1 may instance, William Aglionby, M.D. 
F.R.S. — Kdmund Aikin, the architect. — Eleazer Albii 
the naturalist. — ASunso de Albuquerque, the bic^isi'' 
pher. — Ger6nirao de Alcala, the novelist — Antonio de 
Alcedo, the historian-^-etc. 

To the^onn of some of the articles, I must once more 
object. The inversion of the dates should be avoided ; 
for a tale always loses a part of its interest by the an- 
ticipation of its conclusion. Sometimes also this method 
leads to repetition. We are twice told, in the same 
short paragraph, that Henry Airay was born in 1559. 
We are twice told that Cardinal Alheroki died at 
Rome. We are twice told that George Agbicola 
died in 1555 — that Giovanni Francesco Albani died 
in 1803 — that Andrea Alciati was born in 1492 and 
died in 1550 — etc. 

In the bibiioffraphy of the articles, an entire refoi 
lion is required. Art. jEschylds, we have no descrip- 
tion of the EDiTio PKi NCEPS — no date to either of the 
annotated editions — no niention of the translation by 
Potter. Art. Alamanni, we are not informed when 
and where La Coltwazione, the best of his various 
works, was printed ; viz. Parigi, da Roberto Stephano, 
1546. 4to. A similar remark applies to the Art. L. 
Alberti, etc. etc. Art. H. C. Albeht, we have Essays 
on Shakspeare, Inquiries on the English Corislituiiim, 
etc. Itis not said where hewashom— butlfindelse- 
" Baibier, Exampii Critique, p. 19, 
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where that he was born at Hamburgh, and wrote in 
German.'" Art Afibnao de ALBtiQUERaoE we have no 
mention of tlie celebrated Commenlarios" — nor is there, 
as above-noticed, an article for his son, who wrote the 
memoirs. Barbosa gives a short narrative of his life 
and works,*' which is prefixed to the third edition of 
the Commenta)iosM He died in 1580. 

The relative extent of the articles is not sufficiently 
studied. Ai.abic i. and Alberoni occupy a twelfth 
part of the space which is allotted to about four hundred 
and twenty names. Without more editorial exertion, 
and duepliancyon the part of the contributors, we shall 
never have " one harmonious whole," Every writer has 
his favorite themes — but disquisitions should be very 
sparingly introduced in a biographical work of proposed 
moderate limits. 

The arraaigemerU of the articles remams the same. 
The groups are not so formidable j but they should be 
dispersed by authority. The proems have mure so- 
briety — nevertheless, it may require an encyclopedia 
of wit to avoid future tautology. I observe that Lord 
Fortescue is recorded as J. F. Aland, which was not 
even the family name — but the Duke of Alba is classed 
under his title. 

I shall pass from general censures to thecriticalexa- 
mination of half-a-dozen articles — Agbioola, Aff6, 
Agabd, Agas, AiKiN, and Asemsioe. 

1. The article Cnseus Juhus Agkicdla requires only 
a short observation. In the Biographic Universelle, the 
accounts of Agricola and Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa 

i"BiDg. Unir., i. 422. " Lieboa, 1567. Fol — 1676. Fol. 

■• BiblioLheca Lusitaoa, Lisbon, 1741-59. Fo!. i. 2S. " Lisboa, 
1774. Svo. 4 voL«. 

c S 



occupy l1it< same 6\)tux {trecisely.** lu Chalmers i 
have an article on Agricola, but not on Ag 
the New Bioffraphiral Diclionary, Agnco]aQbta.insoa\f 
about un dghth part of the space whicli is appropriatud 
to Agrippa ! The reaBon assigned for tliis treatment of 
Agricola — one of the most attractive names in the early 
history of Britain — is that Taeitua is in the handa of 
every body. Now, I maintain tiiat the admission of 
auch a principle of construction would anniliilate the 
distinctive character of a general biography. It would 
cease to be an account of the most eminent persons J 
the comparatively obscure would become the most ccni'^ 
epicuous ! 

% The account of Ireueus Affo is a mutilated trans- ' 
lation of Eui anonymous article in the Biograpfae Um- 
verstlle.^^ It is scarcely possible to conceive a more 
imperfect specimen of biography. We liave neither 
the true iiamo of Ireneo Affb, nor the date of his birth, 
nor the dates of his public appointments, nor of such 
of his works as are cited, nor the date of his death ! 

I must justify my censure by further specimens. It 
is said that AfFb " died at the age of GO "': he was 
born at Busseto tlie 10th of December 1741, and died 
there the lithof May 1797.'^ It is said that he left a 
Ms. history of P. L, Famese : he did so, but it was 
printed at Milan in 1891,'^ Five only of his works 
are enumerated : he wrote more than fifty !'* One of 
the works cited is called " his Memoirs ": it contains 
memoirs of above two hundred and fifty Parmesan 

" Biog. Univ., i. 309 & 314— The former arliclc is a.] eloquent 
euloey by M. le Marquis de Lnlly-Tolleiiilal. '* Biiig. Univ., 

i.ai'l. " Peziaiia, Memorie eic, vi, 1,233. " Ibid. ri. 306. 
" Pezzaoa, Memorie ate. vi. 253-98. 
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writers!'* Gamba, Cicogiiara, or Brunei — names 
familiar to every man of letters — would have furnished 
our sagacious biographer with some valuable liints on 
Father Aff6 ; besides, for twice-seven ypars the public 
has been in possession of a very ample account of Iiis 
life and writings by his successor in the bibliothecal 
chair at Parma, Signer Angelo Pe/.zana.™ 

The excellent Biojra^Aief/nfrw«e//eof]VI.Michaud, 
wliich received the contributions of more than three 
hundred writers — comprising, as M. Daunou remarks. 
au moma la moiiy dea noms franqais honorablemenl 
connus dans les diverses carrieres litttraires — has some 
very defective articles, especially in the anonymous 
portion of it ; and the editor of the Kew Biographical 
ZHciionary announces that it is to be followed so far 
only as it may he safely consulted. The rule is 
unexceptionable ; but, without research, how can the 
point be ascertained ? 

9. The article Arthur Agasd is an antiquarian 
curiosity. Campbell wrote a life of Agard,^' which 
Kippis afterwards annotated f^ but the article before 
us is borrowed, without acknowledgment, from Chal- 
mers," The new biographer states that Agard was ap- 
pointed Deputy Chamberlain of the Excheijuer in 1570. 
1 conceive that Wood lias misled both Campbell and 
Chalmers : Sir Francis Palgrave has printed a copy of 
his appointment atmo prima Jacobi /." He after- 

" Memarie degli Scritturi e Letterati Paruigiani, Parma, 
l?89-97- 4to. B Tcls. "Memorie etc. continuale dii Angelo 
PezKBtia, 1825-r.vi. Part 1. pp. 21+363. «■ Biop. Brit., i. 64. 
"IbiJ. second edition, i. 91. " Uen. Bio^. Diet., i. 213. 

» Aiitient KaleiKiais uf llw Excliequer, 1S36. 8vu. iii. 451- 
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wards remarks, caeting two of the periods of Chalmers 
into one, tliat Agard nuinbertil " amung liis coadjutors 
and frieniis, all the most eminent and leameii men oi' 
his age; and when, in 1572, the first society of anti- 
quarians was formed by Archbishop Parker, his name 
appeared at the head of the list of distinguished mem- 
bers." True ! but this is a very infelicitous attempt 
at the philosophy of biography — for, as it liappens, 
tlie list was alphabetical. Chalmers and the new 
biographer shall now appear in juxtaposition : 

" In this society, Agard iTod thete essays, which have siace 
been publisiied by Hearne, in hi« 'Collection of CiirioiM Oia- 
courses,' 1720 and 177», 2 vols." — A. C. 

" In tliia society he read throe essays, published by Hearne in 
his collectioD of Curious Kscoiirses, 1720 and 17S5, 2 vols." — 
A-. G. B. D. 

The new biograplier converts tkeie essays into three 
essays, and immediately enumerates six ! Only Jive of 
thosewhich he enumerates were published by Heame;*^ 
hut^tecn other essays, to which no reference what- 
ever is made, appeared in the edition of 1775,** His 
fidition of 17S5 is supposititious. He points out & 
Ms. of Agard in the Cotton Library, Vitellius No. 9. 
This reference has stood the test of about one hundred 
and fifty years ;*t but it should be, Vitellius, C. ix.** 
The Ms. has been printed in the Regittrum Honorig 
de Richmond. He reports that Agard compiled a 
Catalogue of the Treasury Records ; but omits to add 
that he was assisted in it by Sir Walter Cope and Sir 

» Collection of Curious Discourses, Oxford, 1720. Svu, 
pp. 29, 70, 100, 105, 157. * Ibid.— London, 1775. 8vo. 3 vols.— 
See Cunt&nls. " Athenie OxonieHses, 1691-2. Fo!. i. 444. 

« Cat.of llie Cottonian Mss., 1802. Kol. p- 125. 



23 

Robert Cotton ; and that it is preBcrved among the 
Lansdowne Mss.** He also otnits to notice a certain 
iVIs. in the Library of Trinity College, Cambridge — 
the gift of Sir Henry Puckering in 1691.*' — I pass 
over various debatable points, and consign Arthur 
Agard to better bands. 

4. Ralph Aguas, the surveyor and engraver, re- 
ceives the tribute of twenty lines,^' On some points 
we are ratlier at variance. I contend, 1. That his name 
should be written Radolph Agas : so he wrote it in 
1596.'* 2. That the plan of London was re-engraved 
by \'ertue in 1737, not in 1748.*' 8. That the plan 
of Cambridge was published : Ames declares that he 
had seen it.^ 4, That the plan of Dunwich, which 
the new biographer transforms into Dulwich, was not 
published : it was a drawing on vellum, shewn t« the 
Society of Antiquaries in 1745.^ 5. TJiat Agas 
wrote no work entitled A Treatise on Surveying : he 
wrote A Preparative to platting of Landes, etc.^ 
6. That we should have been favored witli the dates 
of the above works, viz. llie plan of London, 15G0 ? ; 
the plans of Oxford and Cambridge, about 1578; the 
plan of Dunwich, 15S9; and the Preparative, 1596.^ 

» Cat. of llie Lansdowne Mss., 1919. Fol. No. 137- " Catl. 

Librorum Mss. Angliffi, Oxoniic, lG9r. Fol. Vol. i. Part 3, p. 102. 
*' The biograplier of Agas proves to be James Orcbard Ualliwell, 
Esq., F. R. S. etc. — His entire article — an ungentle epistle (o 
Mr. Urbau — atid a short coimneot on it — are reserved for au 
Appendix. " A Preparative etc. 1596. 4to. adfinem. " Baii- 
ditiel.Cal. of Books elc. Oxford, 1814. 4lo. p. 6. "Typogra- 
phical Antiquities, 1749. 4lo. p. 389, » R. Goiigb, British 
Topograplij, 1780. 4to,ii. 249. *1 pos>^eastbecopj which wis 
Buccessively iu Ihecollectiuni of Dalryniple and Heber. " G. Ver- 
tue, Cat. of liiigraver.s, 1780. Sm. 8vo, p, IC+Ames, p. 389. elc. 
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Of Master Radolph Agas I shall produce sotne de- 
taclii>d anecdotes. He was " pmctiBed in suruey more 
than forty yeeres."^ Lord Burleigh was sensible of 
his merit ; and has preserved two of his notes, which 
are written with peculiar neatness,^ He chiefly re- 
sided at Stoke-hy- Nay land in Suffolk,** but came to 
London in term-time to obtain orders." He used 
a twenty-inch theodolite and iteel wire in one foot 
links." Advertising in the present mode was unknown, 
and Master Agas therefore recommended himself in 
flying papers ; but because they would not "abide the 
pasting to poasts," wrote A Preparative to platting 
of Landes and Tenements for Surungh. London, 
T. Scarlet, 1596. Sm. 4to, pp. 20. This is merely an 
admonitory essay ; but he projected a technical treatise. 
He does not mention his engravings. " At mine entrie 
hereinlo," says he, " I doubt«d of the shortnes of my 
Btore, for so straighted an argument, but or I wist, I 
had exceeded the forme of a bill, and was almost come 
to the fashion of a booke." We see above the origin 
of the phrase posting-bills. Amea never saw this rare 
piece i^ and Herbert had only an imperfect copy, which 
mistml him in bis description of it.** It concludes thus : 
" From my lodKin? bI the Flower de Imee, 

oainst tlie Sunne ivitbout Fleetbridge. 
Ffirenda eat forluna qiuE culpa vaeal. 
Radolpli Agas,"*s 

*• Laiisdoivne Ms. No. 165. Art. 4. " Lansdciwne 

No. 73. Art. 29 ; and No. 84. Art. 32. " Lanadowoe 

No. 105. Arl. 4. *' A Preparative etc. Sig- B 2. 
downe Ms. No. 73- Art. 29. " Typographical Aotiquitiwi^ 

1749, 4to. p. 388. "Ibid. 1785-90. p. 1166. "ABthiseri- 
tique has been crilieued, I reprint it verhalim. It would admit 
of very cansider<ilt!e a in ph heat ion. 
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S. The account of John Aikin M.D. betrays care- 
lessness. It wants the preciseness of information which 
is desirable id this species of composition, and was due 
to so estimable a writer. 

It may be impossible, in a general dictionary, to 
record all the works of a prolific author ; and care 
should therefore be exercised in forming a selection. 
The biographer should notice, and impartially charac- 
terise, those works which possess intrinsic merit, or 
were once held in esteem, or still retain popularity. 
This obvious rule has not been sufficiently attended to 
by the new biographer of Dr. Aikin — which is all that 

1 design to prove. I refer, for exact details, to the 
narrative of Miss Lucy Aikin,** It will give additional 
delight by its purity of style, and justness of appre- 
ciation, 

Harwood remarks that Aikin had favored the world 
with many specimens of his erudition.*'' We owe to 
him, in connexion with that branch of literature : 
Selecla queedam ex C. PHnii Secundi Historia Naturali, 
1776. Sm. 8vo, dedicated to Penaant. — L. AntuEi 
Sevecis Opera gucedam, Vtll.—StaUi Thebaia, 1778, 

2 vols.— C. C. Taciti Opera, 1781. 2 vols. I pro- 
ceed to notice other valuable works omitted, or imper- 
fectly described. 1, Works omitted. The Calendar of 
NaturBy 1784. 12mo, It was the basis of that popular 
work, llie Natural History of the Year. — A Descrip- 
tion of the Country from thirty to forty miles round 
Manchester, 1795, 4pto. A work full of intelligence, 

"Memoir of John Aikin, M.D. By Lucy Aikin. 1823. 8vo, 
2 vols. " View of ihe various ediliona of llie ClBssics, 1^90. 
12inii. p. 261, 



and stiil in request. — The iVoodland Cowgtamon, 1802. 
Sm. 8vo. with 28 jiliites. A vory useful and attractive 
volunn!, — Lttliri to a youiig Lady oh a covne tff 
Engliah Poetry, 1801. 12iiio. These fetters, which 
were inscribed to a nrlatioii of tlie author, abound in 
judicious cnticiain. — Geographical Delineations, 1806. 
Sm. 8to. S vols. An able and meritorioue work, but 
obsolescent from the very nature of it. — S, Works 
imperfectly described. The Specimen of Medical 
Biography is said to have been published in 1773 : 
the true date is 177S. The Biographicat Memoirg 
<ff Medicine in Great Srilain are said to have been 
published in 1778 : the true date is 1780.— The Letters 
Jrom a Father to his Son, the date of which is omitted, 
are said to relate to literature and science : they re- 
late, as the title states, to literature and the conduct 
o/life; and were published in 1798-1800. Sm.Svo. 
3 vols. It is described as a " work of reputation in 
its day"; its reputation has not faded — for it was 
reprinted last year I — An edition of Spenser is noticed : 
it was a portion of an intended reprint, with new biogra^ 
phical and cntical matter, of the collection of Johnson ; 
and other poets appeared, — Of the General Biography, 
to which Dr. Aikin contributed an excellent preface, 
and almost half the work, we might with reason expect 
an ample account. We ha^'e not even the date of its 
publication, viz. 1799-1815 — nor is it cited as an 
authority ! Perhaps, however, we have some of its in- 
formation en masque — for thus writes M. Lefebvre- 
Cauchy : " Las divers coUahorateurs, Aikin, Enfield, 
etc. ont puisd leurs mat^riaux a de bonnes sources, et 
pr^sent^ les faits avec eandeur et simplicity. Leur 



ouvrage a fourni d'uUles domtnents aux auteiirs de la 
Bwgraphie UniverKlle."*'* 

6. Mark Akexsids, undoubtedly a name of very 
considerable eminence, receives an extended iioUce. 
It commences thus : 

" Akesside, (Mark. M.D. F.R.S., ir21-l?69). TliU dirtm- 
guiabed puet and physician eatered Ha a pupil at lildiiiburgh 
wben ill \m uinelecntli year," — 

This notable exordium suggests four questiODs, to 
whicli the narrative provides no answer. 1. Where 
wasAkensideborn? 2. Whatwashisfatlier? 3. Where 
(lid he receive his early education ? 4. Wlien was he 
elected a F. R. S. ? We should have been informed 
that he was bom at Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;** that his 
iather was a butcher ;** that he became a pupil of the 
celebrated Dawes at Newcastle ;*' and that he was 
elected a F.R.S. the 8th of February 1753." I have also 
to observe tliat the date of his birth is stated imper- 
fectly— B.aA of his death, erroneovsly. He was bom the 
9/A o/lfovemberns,!, and died the 23rd of June 1 770.** 

The editor of this work should provide each con- 
tributor with a biographical cateckUm: defects so 
palpable as tliose above-noticed might then be avoided. 
The experienced Kippis sometimes availed himself of 
such an assistant to the memory ;'* and I propose to 
attempt the desideratum on a future occasion. 

I return to the new biographer of Mark Akenside^— 

" Biug. Uuiv., Ivi. 115. *• Brand, ObaervalJous on Popular 
Antiquities, Newca-itle, 1777. fivo. p. 113. note. • *■ Ibid. 

•' ArcIiEeologia iEtiadii, li. pp. 144, 156. — Quoted by Mr. Djce. 
"Thomson, Hiat. of ibe Royal Society, 1812. 4(o. App. p. 47, 
" Dyson, Poems of AkeuniUe, 1772. 4lo. Adv. p. 8 " Bus- 

well, Lile of Johnson, 1811, 8vo. iv. 412. 



The facts which are Buittnl lo a Medical Portrait^ 
Gallery, may be comparatively unimportant in general 
biography. The celebrity of Akeneide chiefly reste on 
hi» poetry, yet three-fourths of the narrative before us 
filiate to him as a physician ! The other part, which 
is all that I propose to notice, is extremely defective. 

We might have been informed, in very small com- 
pass, that the Pleagureg of Imagination appeared in 
17W* — that Pope, on viewing the jjoem in manu- 
siript, declared the author to be *' no every-day 
writer"^ — that he lived to see at least seven edition* J 
of his poem" — that it ha« been illustrated in an in-J 
genious essay by Mrs. Barbauld^ — that asplendidcoUa 
lective edition of his poems was printed by Bowyei 
and Nichols, 1772. 4to.*' — that the volume wasedited^ 
by Mr. Dyson^ — that a very desirable edition of his ■ 
works in verse and prose appeared at New-Brunswick 
in 1808*'— that the best edition of his poetical works 
is contained in the '' Aldine edition of the British ■ 
Poets" — and that he wrote three essays on subjeetaj 
peculiarly interesting to the biographer of a poet, viz, " 
On Correctness, The Balance of Poets, and The Table ^ 
o/' Modem Fame.^ 

I have finally to remark that this new scribe cites 
Mr. Dyson, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Pettigrew, and Mr. 
Dyce. There might have been less scope for criticism 

"London: R. Dod^ley, ir44.4to. "Johnson, Lives of the 
I'oet!, 1783. 8vo. iv. 436. " Loniiou ; J. Dodslej, 176S. 8xo. 
" lyjndon : Cadell and Davles, 1795. Sm. 8vo. '" The Poems 
of Mark Aken-ide, M.D, 1772. «o. and 8vo. » J. Nichols, 
Literary Anecdotes, 1312-15. 8va iii, 134. •' The Works of 
Mark Akinsidp, M-D. in i-.:Tse and prose, l2mo. 2 vols.— KdJled 
by Jolm GHrnell. *> Ibid. ii. 115 etc. 
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if he liad attentively read tliose biographers ol' Aken- 
aide ; aiid, especially, the Rev, Alexander Dyce — whose 
Clascal attainments, congcientious spirit of research, 
and discriminative taste, have on various occasions 
been very successfully exercised in the illustration of 
our national literature. 

In lieu of specimens of the slipshod s/yfe of this part 
of the worif, I shall briefly advert to dates. — The 
omissions are somewhat remarkable. The account 
of St. Agai'Ha has no date. The account of Giovanni 
Aldimi has no date. To Art. Jacques AiMAR-Vernai 
tliere is no date : M. Biot gives the date of one of 
his adventures, viz. 1692.** In Art. Giovanni degU 
AcosTiNi the dates of birth and decease are omitted : 
M.Weiss records both dates, viz. 1701 and 1765.** — 
The errors are sometimes quite absurd. The date of 
birth affixed to Aicnan is 1775 : we are immediately 
informed that he was bom in 1773. Albert IV. of 
Austria is said to have been born in 1378, and to have 
died in 1414< at the age of 27. Joseph Alamanni is 
said to have been bom in 1572, and to have died in 
1630 at the age of 74. St. Agnan is said to have died 
in 453, and to have defended Orleans against Attila, 
who died the same year, in 481 ! — The dates of the 
Maliommedan articles are frequently inaccurate. Art. 
Azed Eddyn Aibek we have A. H. 665 ^ A. D. 
' 1257: it should be A. H. 665 =A. D. 1266. Art. 
Ala Eddyn Hassan we have A. H. 643=A. D. 1151 : 
it should be A. H. 643= A. D. 114«. Art. Ala 
Eddyn Aladin we have A. H. 6]1=A. D. 1219 : it 
should be A. H. 611=A. D. 1214." The dates 



"Ibid. Ivi, 9r8, 



" An cle vi 



If les Dates, pp. 26, 23, 25. 



aRixed to Aksar are 1543-1604: he is afterwards 
said to have died in his 64lli year. The dates affixed 
io AiCBRB Ben Hejadi are 736-741 : the t/outh is 
described as a reformist — an extirpator of robbers — 
a founder of rmiHiues and echools \ — The t-hroDology 
of tlie British articles is almost as defective as that 
of the otliers. In Art. Philip Affleck the dates of 
birth and decease are omitted. William Alabasteb 
is said to have been incorporated M A. at Oxford the 
7 June 1792. The day, the month, and the year, are 
erroneously stated : it should be the 11 July 1592 !** 
I have had so much occasion to censure this work, 
{the anticipated masterpiece of Metropolitan litera- 
ture) that it would be BUperfluoua in me to sum up 
its character. I conclude, rather, with an observation of 
tlie learned Chardon de la Rochette, the proper appli- 
cation of which presents no difKcuHy : " Les compi- 
lateurs de dictionniurea historiques sont incorri^bles ; 
ils semblent prendre plaisir k perp^tuer les errenra."*' 
Yours, etc. Bolton Cobnet. 



[Part III. of the New General Biographical Dictionary v 
published on the 30th of November — at which time these 
LBTTBRS were in type.^^ The learned editor, in a manly 
and candid advertisement, accoontB for its retarded appear- 
ance ; but hia nameleas associates give me no authority to 
proclaim a correspondeat improvement in its contents. It 
may serve at least to illustrate the observation of M. Char- 
don. On the very first glance over its columns, I observe^ 
a letter ascribed to George Peele the dramatist — which hU 
been repeatedly denounced as a/orywy /] 

" Wood, AlheiiEe Oxonienseji, i, 768. " MSInnges de CrU 
tiflLie, Paiis, 1BI2. 8ro. ii. 3. " Tlie Times, 30lli Nov, 



1. Pr 



APPENDIX. 
(VIDE Page 23, NOTE 31.) 

n llie jVnP General Btngrapkical Dictiovury , Pm 



II. 



" Agsas, (Ralph,) an engniTer and surveyor, wbo flourished 
in the laltur half of the sixteenth rentury. The few plates 
which he engraved are now very rare : Ins Plan of Louilon, 
which was republished by Vertue in 1748, nas his first work; 
and Vertue's plates were purchased by the Society of Anti- 
quaries some time afterwards: he also drew plans of Oxford, 
Cambrid|re, and Dulwich ia SulTolk, but it is uncertaiti whether 
the gecond of these was published. He also wrote a Treatise on 
Surveying, the only copy of which that we have seen was in the 
late Mr. Heber's library. In MS. Lnnad, Mua. Brit No. 73, is 
' a note for tlie perfection of laad-measure and exact plaiting of 
cittyes, castles. Sic.' addressed to Lord Burghley, by R. Agas, 
aud dated 22d February, 1592." — [James OncHAHo Hal- 

LlWEtL.] 



2, From the Gent. Mng. for November 1839. 



"Mr. Urban, Oct. 2, 

t HAVE not sufficient leisure, nor do 1 consider it at all necessary, 
to enter at length into a refutation of all Mr. Curney's obser- 
vations on the New General Biographical Dictionary, but I can- 
not resist a desire to make some brief remarks on the only article 
in the defence of which 1 am personally interested. 

This article is the biography of Ralph Agas, or Afjgas. In 
the first place Mr. Corney contends that Agas's chi'istiau name 



iihouM be Itatlolph and not Ralph '. was nol Mr. Coriiey aware 
(hat R»lph u (he common contraction from Radolpli, and Ra- 
dulphui in Latin i In one of the Lansdowne MSS. lie nrites 
bii name Radulph, and the paper in iudorsed as being from ibe 
pen of Halphe Agas, a plain proof that tbe common deviation 
was not considered very heinous in those davs. J citn scarcely 
imagine that Mr- Comey was ignorant enough to quibbte (id tbe 
manner of spelling the surname Aggan or Agas, when be spells 
it in two of his engravings Aggai, and in his works Agiu. 

Mr. Corney proceeds ; he remarks tliat Agas wrote no work 
entitled a treatise on surveying. Now this h one of the most 
rematVabie specimens of misapplied ingenuity that 1 have ever 
noticed. The ' new biographer' says that Agas v>rote a treatise 
on surveying, the only copy of mkieh that toe have teen uxu t'n 
the late Mr. tfeber'a library. The title of the book, in the sale 
catalogue of Mr. Heher's library, is A preparative to platting 
of landei and teneme«les for fitnieigh ; hut this, according to 
Mr. Corney, is not a treatise on surveying, but only a tract on 
tbe mensuration of lands I 

The 'new biograjiher' refers lo a manuscript in the IianS' 
downe collection by Agas, and, I believe, for Ihe first time. 
There are, iudeed, two short notes in his handwriting among the 
Burghley papers, neither of which are important. But, Mr. 
Corney, however much he affects to despise the 'new bio- 
grapher,' does not hesitate nt making use of his references, for, 
on the 12th of September last, 1 find* that he referred to buth 
these MSS. in tbe British Museum, and T have therefore a most 
fair ground for presumption that he was not previously acquainted 
with them. But, as Mr. Corney has gone ho far out of the com- 
mon road in bis criticism, I do not see why 1 should not raise a 
query on that gentleman's own infallibility. What authority has 
he for staling that Lord Burghley was sensible of Agas's merit? 
is it merely because that nobleman, whose library was a general 
receptacle for all wrilleo jiapers, has preserved two paltry notes 
in his autography f 

.T. O. Halmwkll." 



3. FriHn the Gmil. Mag. far December 11 



"Mr- Urban, 



Greenwich, Nov, 2. 



Tbb new biograpber of Radolph Agas has thrown olf the 
mask- It seems we owe the preciouB article to James Orchanl 
tlalliwell. Esq- F.R.S. etc.— the author of varioiu works and 
various projects. His rapid communication I shall answer with 
eijual rapidity. 

Mr. Halhwell iotimales his abihty to refute all my obser- 
vatioas on the New Genera! Biagraphicat Dictionary. I 
diall forthwith offer him a separate editioo of my two letters on 
that work ; and 1 advise him to make the trial. To become the 
ohanpion of the eua/dopedi>ts wonld add tohia celebrity; nud 
Ifie controversy, if conducted with due temper on bis part, might 
lead to mutual edification. 

We want no proof that Ralph is tlie common eonlractiov of 
Radolph. Camden, I opiiie, is very sufficient authority on that 
point.' The question is, should such contractions be introduced 
in tnograpby? Should we write Kit Marlowl 7V>in Martin of 
Tlietford ? Peg Woffiogton ? etc- An Oxonisn may speak with 
pride and affection of Tom Warton ; but I hope the new bio- 
gmphers (if ever their workshouldreachtheletterW-) will com- 
memorate him as the Rev. Thomai Warton. 

There could be no nusapplird ingenuity in denying that Agas 
wrote a work entitled, 'A Treatise on SurfeyinR': it was a 
plain statement of faci. The ingenuity pertains to Mr. Halliwell, 
who affects to perceive do difference between the bibliographical 
expression A Treatite on Surveying, and the generic expression 
a Ireatite onsuneying. His attempt at wit does him no credit — 
for it is built on a typographical faisifieation of his own text ! 

I am taxed by Mr- Halliweli with making use of his refer- 
ences. He seems to be no proficient in arithmetic : he gave 
only one reference, viz. to the Lansdowne Ms. No. 73.-~His 
logic is no better than Ills arithmetic. He must be awaro that 



his XVII. Catalogues of Mu. are nut uiugue nrticlei. Now, I 
(KWBMs twelve out of Ihe seveiiteeu which he enumerutes m his 
//iHiv lo Noi'ieet ' (compiled, it is probable, fur bis own use) 
and I coLBulied nearly all of Ibein, together with other works by 
Gougb, Bandiael, etc. for maleriaU on A|!aB, If Mr. HaUivrell 
had fully exercised his curious coudescensioii in tracing my steps 
at theBritishMuseum, he would have discovered that I examiued 
the Lansdowne Ms. No. 84 — the Lansdowoe Ms. No- 165 — 
and the Sloane Ms. maiked Addit. Ms. No. 360G. According 
to his own whimwcat notion, 1 shall henceforward hare the ex- 
clusive right of quoting those Mss. ! 

Mr. Halliwell talks of my infallibility — to vvhich I make no 
pretensions. 1 aspire at accuracy ,- and his own letter b a tacit 
admission that I have iu this instance succeedeil. He also 
questions my authority for the a-tsettion that Lord Burghley was 
sensible of the merit of Agas. I consider the preservation of 
his papers as one proof of it ; hut must add, as concurrent evi- 
dence, that Lord fiurghley exerted bis influence in order to ob- 
tain for him the just rewardof his services in the feus of Lincoln- 
shire- Iu short, to the Right Honorable the Lord Treasurer — 
who has never beeo described as over-bounteous — Master Agas 
gratefully declares that he was indebted for iondrie bounties. ' 

In certain remarks on the Kev. Samuel Ayscough, Haenel, 
and others' — remarks which must have been read with astonish- 
ment by every person of moderation and literary taste — Mr. 
Halliwell has evinced an inconceivable propensity to the most 
bitter species of criticism ; and it now appears that he is not less 
remarkable for extreme aversion to the medicine, even in its 
mildest forms, when it happens to be administered to himself. 

Yours, etc Bolton Cornet." 
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Announcement. 



DETAILS 



ON 



BRITISH BIOGRAPHY. 

Contents. — I. On Biography ; its importance, its forms and va- 
rieties. II. On the recent projects of Systematic Biography. 
III. On the comparative urgency of a General Biography, and 
a British Biography. IV. On the principal collections of Bri- 
tish Biography. V. On the materials of British Biography. 
VI. On the construction of a British Biography. 

*♦* This work was announced early in the year. The plan 
was devised, and some small progress was made in its execution — 
but various circumstances led to its suspension. With a more 
ample collection of materials, and the more decided conviction that 
such a work, if composed with moderate care, could not be devoid 
of utility, its immediate resumption is now earnestly contemplated. 
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NEW GENERAL 



BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY, 



PEOJECTED AND PAHTLY AIIEANGED 



REV. HUGH JAMES ROSE, B. D., 



KIliTED BY TUK 

REV. HENRY J. ROSE. B. D., 



The want of a Biographical Dictionary, at once comprehen- 
Bive in its range of names, and moderate in extent, has long 
been felt and acknowledged. The two works which appear 
the most noarly to meet the wishes of the public, in this 
respect, are the "Biographie Universelle." and the "(Jeneral 
Biographical Dictionary of Chalmers." While the merit 
and value of each of these works is duly recognised, it will at 
once be acknowledged that they labour under inherent dis- 



NEW GENERAL 



advADtages, which preclude thenr from gcneraJ acceptances^ 
as a means of supplying this long-felt want. Tha extent I 
of the " Biographic Universelle" banishea it almost entirely ] 
from the shelves of private libraries, even of a superior . 
order. But this is not all ; the preponderance given to ] 
French lives, the inaccuracy of some of its articles ', and I 
the disproportionate space occupied by unimportant lives, ] 
deprive its pages of much of their usefulness to the general 
reader. On the other hand, the work of Chalmers, although j 
highly meritorious in some departments, is so deficient in I 
the number of names which it embraces, that it b wholly I 
inadequate to satisfy the readers of the present day. Thual 
the extent of one of these works, and the deficiencies of tba 1 
other, alike cripple their general utiUty, and create ai 
imperative demand for a new work, which shall steer i 
middle course between the two. It is to meet this demand 
that the "NewDictionaey of G-ENERAi-BiOGKAPHY^'has 
been projected. The object of those by whom it has been 
brought forward, is, to produce a work su|»erior to any thing I 
which at present exists within the same limits, and to I 
present to the public a mass of information which cannot bel 
found in any other work, however extensive. The servieeaj 
of many able Gontributois have already been engaged, and) 
as the work has been for a long time in preparation, thflfl 



, „«C merely 



I dividual names, I 
Portuguese lives. Thif 



M whole classes 



iuduced the EdiloT of the pi 



nho fot many years has cullivnted S 
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Editor feels justified in promising the appearance of a Part 
every month, until the whole ia concluded. It is impossible, 
in a general Prospectus, to give a detail of the plan adopted 
in every particular. Suffice it to state, that the Editor feels 
himself resijonsible for the ability of the Contributors in 
whose hands any portion of the work is placed, and for the 
general tone of sentiment pervading its pages. It v/Si also 
be his constant endeavour to preserve the relation between 
the extent of the articles, and the importance of the subject, 
to such a degree, that the work may constitute one harmo- 
nious whole. The Dictionary will be founded on the existing 
collections of Biography (espeeially the Biographie Univer- 
sellc) as far, and ao far only, as they may be safely consulted. 
The matter thus collected will be augmented and corrected 
from such sources as the reading of individual Contributors 
{among whom will be found many distinguished names) may 
supply ; and a vast fund of original information, and many 
hundred names not to be found elsewhere, will be added to 
the existing stock of knowledge on biographical subjects. The 
lives ^30 of eminent men will generally be \vritten by Con- 
tributors who have made the respective paths of eminence, 
piu^ued by those individuals, their peculiar study. Having 
made theoe general statements, the Editor feels tliat it is 
better to trust to performances than promises, and will leave 
the work, on its appearance, to speak for itself. 



It is a duty to all persons concerned in this work to state, 
that it was originally projected by the late Principal of 
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King's College, London, — the Rev. Hugh Jamea Rose ; and 
a conBiderable portion of it n'aa executed under arrange- 
ments made by him, although no part of it was subjected 
to Iiis revision. In consequence of his deeply lamented 
decease, the work was phwied in the hands of the present 
Editor, whose earnest endeavoui- it will be to foDow out the 
plan originally devised, with such modifications as circum- 
stances, and the atlvantoge of the work itself, may seem to 



The "New General Biographical Dictionart" 
will be published in Monthly Parts, price four shillings and J 
sixpence each, and, when completed, will most probably not J 
exceed twelve closely printed volumes, octavo. 



